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PREFACE 

One morning recently as I was praying God took me to Romans 13:1-4.  He 

told me to call my friend Bill Waggoner and have him read these 

verses, so I did what God told me to do. I called Bill and shared with him 

what God had spoken to me.  After Bill read and studied these verses, 

God spoke some things to him about placing the four verses etc. on the 

narrative side on the Psalm 91 Cards he distributes.  Out of it, the Lord has 

given me some clarity of thought and ideas which I will expound on in this 

writing. 

[ Rev. Robert E Corser ] 

 

ALL AUTHORITY COMES FROM GOD 

Romans 13:1-4 

1 “Let every soul be subject unto the governing authorities. For there 

is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are 

appointed by God. 

2Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of 

God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. 

3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to 

be afraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise 

from the same: 

4 For he is God's minister of God to you for good. But if you do evil, 

be afraid; for he does not bear the sword (gun) in vain; for he 

is God's minister, an avenger to [execute] wrath upon him that 

practices evil.” 

When we examine these verses, we begin to clearly see some things God 

has put in place to combat evil in the world.  God is the orchestrator of all 

good but He gives authority to people on earth to carry out His 

bidding.  Therefore, we must learn to recognize and honor these 

individuals. 

When people resist the authority of God, there are consequences.  We 

need to be clear in our understanding of these issues.  God does not want 
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us in darkness about His attitude toward authority on earth.  The more we 

see through God’s eyes the better we comprehend His teaching.  There are 

also some other scriptures which reveals God’s position on 

authority.  Proverbs 29:2 “When the righteous are in authority, the people 

rejoice; But when a wicked man rules, the people groan.”  The people 

around Jesus were astounded for he taught them as one having authority 

(Mark 1:22).  Jesus also shared that authority with others.  Luke 9:1 says 

“Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and 

authority over all demons, and to cure diseases.” 

Subject to higher powers 

We are also given that authority, but we need to use it wisely and with the 

integration of scripture.  Even Jesus understood the authority He had that 

he could command unclean spirits and they would obey Him (Mark 1:27). 

God has given us understanding so we can more clearly understand His 

workings on earth.  If we think that only licensed ministers or pastors of the 

Word are His only ministers, we are sadly mistaken.  As we examine 

Romans 13:1-4 we see clearly how He uses anyone in authority ( i.e., 

policemen, highway patrolmen, sheriffs, deputies, and anyone in law 

enforcement) to carry out His bidding against evil.  We have laws which 

confront evil and releases the goodness of God upon the earth.  Those in 

authority help to release God’s will on earth. 

Our frame of mind concerning these matters are destructive and 

narrow.  We must look more clearly through His Word so that we 

understand and can see the whole picture. 

Too many people lack understanding concerning this truth and 

message.  Don’t forget or neglect this understanding.  That’s why there is a 

plot against police and authority today.  The devil does not want evil to be 

confronted.  He promotes lawlessness and disorder.  Remember, law 

enforcement personnel have been appointed by God so that evil does not 

prevail in society or on the earth.  We need to pray for and support those in 

authority for good. 

Do not Resist Authority 

Let us lift up not put down authority against evil in our communities and 

nation.  There is no authority except that which comes from God.  Those 

who resist God’s appointed ones will bring the judgment of God upon 
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themselves.  But when good is done, you will have praise.  God’s ministers 

bring condemnation on those who do evil.  We are called to be subject to 

the authority around us and over us.  When we see a police car, we check 

our speed because they are the ones who enforce the laws.  So, we want 

to be compliant at all times.  God confronts the evil of the world with those 

who stand for good.  So, let the evil one be afraid of God and his ministers 

of good.  Let us rejoice in good and hate evil and lift up those who are 

willing to put their life on the line for us. 

Have Respect for authority 

Now we have become more enlightened from scripture concerning God’s 

authority and process to confront evil in the world.  God knew what would 

be happening, so He sent restraints to be in society to keep it from 

following to complete moral decay.  A society unchecked becomes violent 

and destructive.  We have seen what happened when lawlessness takes 

over a city or nation.  When man rebels against God’s authority, society 

decays from within.  Now that we are coming to have the greater 

understanding of how God’s authority works on earth, we see how he 

works through the lives of believers and even the lives of unbelievers.  Let 

us acknowledge the authority in our lives and have respect for them 

according to the Word of the Lord. 

The Working of Authority 

Because we know more about the workings of God’s authority on the earth, 

we can more clearly see how God is working despite man's nonsense and 

foolishness.  God helps us to more clearly see our endeavor to punish evil 

and to let good triumph on the earth.  Even though we do not visibly see 

the workings of God, He is at work on the earth.  Even when you don’t think 

God is working He is.  As we have come to understand His complete 

working on earth, we will see His hand at work in more areas of life than we 

thought. 

“O Lord help us to understand Thy authority and let Thy knowledge be 

increased in us so we recognize more of what you are doing in and through 

us to fulfill thy purpose and will upon the earth.”  True authority comes from 

God who created all good.  John 19:10-11 says “So Pilate said to Him, 

“You’re not talking to me? Don’t You know that I have the authority to 

release You and the authority to crucify You?” 11 “You would have no 
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authority over Me at all,” Jesus answered him, “if it hadn’t been given you 

from above. This is why the one who handed me over to you has the 

greater sin.”  He is still in control of the universe and He died that evil be 

destroyed and good is exalted. 

We can see in our society how the devil has had evil to be praised and 

good put down.  The scriptures tell us how God is involved in society and 

warns that when a society calls evil good and good evil watch out.  Isaiah 

5:20 “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put darkness for 

light, and light for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 

As we look around us what do we see society doing in our 

generation?  Take notice, be alert, be awake so that you are not caught 

unaware.  Only when people close their eyes to the truth does evil prevail. 

Let us be awake at all times to what is happening around us and support 

those in authority over us as ministers of good. 

Even though all authority comes from God, all those in authority may 

not make good decisions.  So we must be mindful of this and realize 

that God would never bring evil or bad things on us. 
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